WINNEBAGO COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 5

BE IT ENACTED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF WINNEBAGO COUNTY, IOWA

AN ORDINAHCE DEFINING AND PROVIDING FOR THE ABATEMENT OF NUISAHNCE
IN WINNEBAGO COUNTY, IOWA.
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SECTION 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this ordinance is to define and

prohibit nuisance to public and private property in the unincorporated area of

the county and provide for their abatement.

SECTION 2.  DEFINITIONS. For use in this ordinance, certain terms or

words used herein shall be interpreted or defined as follows:

A. "Nuisance" shall mean whatever is injurious to health, indecent or
offensive to the senses, or an obstacle to the free use of property so as to
essentially interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of 1ife or property. The

following, but not limited to the following, may be found to be nuisances:

1. The erecting, continuing or using of any building or other place
for the exercise of any trade, employment, or manufacture, which, by occasioning

noxious exhalations, offensive smells, or other annoyances, becomes injurious and













22. All abandoned refrigerators or iceboxes from which the
doors and other covers have not been removed or which are not
equipped with a device for opening from the inside by pushing
only with the strength of a small child.

23. Any growth of weeds, unkept lawns, or other noxious

growths upon any property within the county.

24. Any storage of .vehicles, equipment or materials in a

front yard in the county.

SECTAON. 33 NUISANCES PROHIBITED. The creation or
maintenance of a nuisance is hereby prohibited, and a nuisance,
public or private, may be abated in the manner provided in this
ordinance.

SECTION 4. NOTICE TO ABATE NUISANCE. Whenever any County
official finds that a nuisance exists, the County shall cause to
be served upon the property owner a written notice to abate the
nuisance within a reasonable time after notice.

SECTION 5. CONTENTS OF NOTICE TO ABATE. The notice to abate
shall contain:

1 A A description of what constitutes the nuisance.

2. A location of the nuisance.

3. A statement of the act or acts necessary to abate the

nuisance.

4, A reasonable time within which to complete the

abatement.




. .

5. A statement that i1f the nuisance is not abated as
directed and no request for hearing is made within the
time prescribed, the County may abate the nuisance and
assess the costs against such person.

SECTION 6. METHOD OF SERVICE. The notice may be served by
the County Sheriff's Department or sent by certified mail to the
property owner.

SECTION 7. REQUEST FOR HEARING. Any person ordered to abate
a nuisance may have a hearing with the County Board of Supervisors
as to whether a nuisance exists, to request a change in the acts
necessaryvto abate the nuisance, or to request an extension of
time for the prescribed abatement. A request for a hearing must
be made in writing and delivered to the County Auditor within
seventy-two (72) hours after receipt of the notice, or it will be
conclusively presumed that a nuisance exists and it must be abated
as ordered. The hearing will be before the Board at a time and
place fixed by the Board. The findings of the Board shall be
conclusive and, if a nuisance is found to exist, it shall be
ordered abated within a reasonable time under the circumstances.

SECTION 8. ABATEMENT BY COUNTY. If the person notified to
abate a nuisance or condition neglects or fails to abate as
directed, the County may perform the required action to abate,
keeping an accurate account of the expense incurred. The itemized
expense account shall be filed with the County Auditor who shall

pay such expenses on behalf of the County.




SECTION 9. ABATEMENT IN EMERGENCY. If it is determined that
an emergency exists by reason of an immediate danger to life,
limb, property or safety to the public, the County may abate the
nuisance by whatever action deemed necessary without prior notice.
The County shall assess the costs as provided in Section 10 of
this ordinance.

SECTION 10. COLLECTION OF COSTS OF ABATEMENT. The County
Auditor shall mail a statement of the total expense incurred to
the property owner who has failed to abide by the notice to abate,
and if the amount shown by the statement has not been paid within
30 days, he shall certify that the costs shall then be collected
with, and in the manner, as general property taxes.

SECTION 11. INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS. If the amount expended to
abate the nuisance exceeds $100.00, the County shall permit the
assessment to be paid in up to ten (10) installments, to be paid
in the same manner and with the same interest as benefited

property.

Winnebago County Ordinance No. 5 was considered for the first reading and
passed by unanimous vote of the Winnebago County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday,

September 1, 1987 and Winnebago County Ordinance No. 5 is hereby approved and adopted

upon second and final reading by unanimous vote of the Winnebago County Board of
Supervisors this 8th day of September, 1987.
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on S. Grotewold, Chairman

74

Robert 0. Langfa Member

g Alanzo Johnson, Member
ATTEST: /@M ‘ BMM

Robert D. Paulson
County Auditor




